SIXTH SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD

It will be celebrated in St Peter’s Basilica in the presence of Pope Francis on Sunday 26 January 2025, as an integral part of the Jubilee Year.

The motto chosen for 2025 is taken from the book of the Psalms: “I hope in your Word” (Psalm 119:74).

In addition to the resources  and information provided by the Dicastery for Evangelisation http://www.evangelizatio.va/content/pcpne/en/attivita/parola/2025.html the Biblical Apostolate Planning Group (CBCEW Department of Evangelisation and Discipleship) offer these resources for use on the 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time:

1. Enthronement of the Word of God during Mass &

Affirmation of the Faithful to Hear the Word of God.
2. A Rite of Commissioning Ministers of the Word.
3. Blessing of Personal and Family Bibles. 

The Rite of Enthronement of the Word of God During Mass
using the Book of the Gospels
‘Any time we hear the word of God… the body and blood of Christ
 is being poured into our ears… 
The divine word is exceedingly rich, containing within itself every delight.’  
St. Jerome.
This rite can be used on the Sunday of the Word of God – Third Sunday of Ordinary Time.
a. The Rite of Enthronement of the Word of God takes place as the Mass begins with the Procession to the Sanctuary. The procession of the Processional Cross, Servers bearing the lighted candles, Servers, may include Readers/Lectors followed by the Deacon carrying the Book of the Gospel and Priest. 
b. The Mass Servers go as they normally would to their places in the Sanctuary, the Readers/Lectors occupy places in the front of the congregation. 
The Deacon or Priest who is carrying the Book of the Gospel turns to the congregation, raises it up and announces with a loud voice: “THE GOSPEL – THE LIVING WORD OF GOD” 
the Congregation responds “Thanks be to God”. 

The Deacon or Priest places the Gospels on the Altar and Mass continues in its normal way –
A (see below)
OR

___________________________________________________________________
B
The following may be also included. 
Affirmation by the Faithful to Hear the Word of God
It is sometimes not realised or is overlooked that the congregation of the faithful individually and collectively are in effect a minister in the celebration of Mass (cf. GIRM N.95). The Introduction to the Lectionary for Mass (ILM) is even clearer on this, in the paragraph ‘The Word of God in the liturgical participation of the faithful’ we read: In celebrating the Liturgy, the Church faithfully echoes the ‘Amen’ that Christ the Mediator between God and humanity uttered once for all as he shed his blood to seal God’s new covenant in the Holy Spirit. (cf. Hebrews 4:21)
When God shares his Word with us, he awaits our response, that is, our listening and our adoring ‘in the Spirit and truth’ (John 4:23). The Holy Spirit makes our response effective, so that what we hear in the celebration of the Liturgy we carry out in the way we live: ‘Be doers of the word and not hearers only.’ (James 1:22) (ILM N.6)

In the Liturgy of the Word, the congregation of the faithful still today receives from God the Word of his covenant through the faith that comes by hearing. The faithful must respond to that Word in the same faith so that more and more they may become the people of the New Covenant. (ILM N.45)
When they hear the Word of God and reflect deeply on it, the faithful receive the power to respond to it actively with full faith, hope, and charity through prayer and self-giving, and not only during Mass, but in their entire life. (ILM N.48)
‘The liturgy,’ Pope Benedict XVI wrote, ‘is the privileged setting in which God speaks to us in the midst of our lives; He speaks today to his people, who hear and respond. (Verbum Domini N.52). Pope Francis echoes these words.  When the Scriptures are proclaimed in the Mass, we ‘listen to what God has done and still intends to do for us. It is an experience which occurs ‘live’ and not through hearsay…  The Lord comforts, calls, brings forth sprouts of a new and reconciled life. And this is through His Word. His Word knocks at the heart and changes hearts!’ (General Audience 31st Jan. 2018, and 14th Feb., 2018)
After placing the Gospels on the Altar, the Deacon and Priest venerate the Altar. The Priest continues with these or similar words leading the Congregation in the following short Rite of Commitment to the Word of God, saying:

The Word of God is indispensable to the Christian Life. Jesus himself says that “man does not live by bread alone, but on every word that proceeds from the mouth of God”. Today, as we enthrone the Gospel, especially in this Church, and invite you all to venerate the Word of God and enthrone it in your homes and share it at your meetings. Above all, I invite you all to enthrone the Word in your hearts and make it your guide always.


Now, I call on you to make your commitment in this regard.


Do you promise to show greater reverence and attention to the Word of God, especially when it is proclaimed in the Liturgy, fulfilling your role as minister in the Liturgy? 
Response: Yes, I do
Do you promise to strive with the grace of God to obey the Word of God? 
Response: Yes, I do


Do you commit to regular reading and meditation on the Word of God as a family and as individuals?
Response: Yes, I do

Do you promise to endeavour to share the Word of God with others and popularize the study of the Word of God? 
Response: Yes, I do

Then after a brief moment of silent commitment by all, the Priest says the following prayer:


Almighty and ever-living God, you created the universe by your spoken word. In the fullness of time, your Word became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and truth, and you call us to listen to your Word, the fountain of wisdom. Help us by your grace to treasure it in our hearts, meditate upon it and share it with others. Since it has pleased you to let your Word be enshrined in Sacred Scripture and be kept in our midst as the testament of your love and presence, we humbly ask you to send your Holy Spirit to enlighten our minds and hearts so as to discover you in your Word, to understand your message for us and live out your teaching in our times. May your Word enthroned today be for us a source of spiritual growth and strength. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Mass continues in the normal way with the Introductory Rites.
A and B
The Mass is a single act of worship composed of two parts: the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The Church calls these two parts the two tables, the table of God’s Word, from which we grow in wisdom, and the table of the Body of Christ, from which we grow in holiness.

Mass consists of ‘two tables’ from which the People of God can be fed – the Table of the Word and the Table of the Eucharist (1965 Second Vatican Council).

The Catechism quoting Verbum Domini says that ‘the Eucharistic table set for us is the table both of the Word of God and of the Body of the Lord’ (CCC.1346).


During the Gospel Acclamation, the Priest/Deacon goes to the Altar and carries the Gospels to the Ambo from which he proclaims the Gospel of the Sunday, after which he takes the Book of the Gospel to its place of Enthronement where it remains throughout the Mass and permanently if that is feasible. 

The Mass continues with the Homily, the Creed and Universal Prayer (Prayer of the Faithful).  
The Word of God having been:
Offered – at the table of the Word (Procession and Proclamation), 
Blessed (Signed and Reverenced), 
Broken Open (Homily) and 
Shared (Universal Prayer) 

‘Is this not the same movement as the Paschal meal of the risen Jesus with his disciples? Walking with them he explained the Scriptures to them, sitting with them at table, “he took bread, blessed and broke it and gave it to them” (Luke 24:13-35)’  (CCC.1347).
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